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MONTANA PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS FOR 1956 


Montana farmers have expressed their intentions to seed 5,059,000 acres to 
principal crops this spring which is 1 percent more than last year's seedings of 
5,002,000 acres. The March 1 report points to a rather sharp reductions in acreages 
of barley, rye, flaxseed and potatoes. Smaller reductions are indicated for corn and 
oats. These decreases are only partially offset by larger acreages of all spring ~ 
wheat, dry beans and all hay. ‘The most significant change from last year is the in- 
dicated sharp increase in durum wheat seedings which are more than double last year's 
acreage. Further shifts, if any, will depend largely upon weather and soil condi- 
tions at seeding time as well as the survival of winter wheat. 

Subsoil moisture reserves are generally average throughout the State and 
prospective water supplies are above normal, Crop prospects for the coming season 
appear to be quite good although seed bed cia oe has been delayed by frozen soil 
and wet fields, 


WHEAT: Growers intend to seed 2,982,000 acres to all spring wheat which is 13 per- 

cent more than the 1955 aye of 2,639,000 acres. This acreage is 20 
percent less than the 10-year, 1945-1954, average of 3, 736,000 acres. The durum 
wheat acreage this year now indicated at 596,000 acres, as compared to. 277,000 acres 
last year may change as the result of the new government program. The current spring 
wheat acreage combined with the winter wheat estimate of 1,868,000 acres totals 
4,870,000 acres of all wheat. ‘This acreage is about 1 percent greater than the gross 
seedings for 1955, The winter wheat is still in a dormant stage and the condition of 
the crop is uncertain. Most of the acreage abandoned is expected to be reseeded to. 
spring wheat or other grain crops. 


FEED GRAINS: A sharp reduction is indicated in the acreage of barley. Farmers intend 

to plant 1,218,000 acres or 16. percent less. than the 1,450,000 acres . 
seeded last year, but 56. percent more than the 1945-54 average. Oat seedings will be 
reduced 8 percent to 500,000 acres and will be 3 percent. below the 10-year average. 
Prospective corn planbingd of 211,000 acres are 4,000 acres smaller than a year ago, 
The aggregate of these three crops totals 1,929,000 acres, compared with 2,209,C00 
acres in 1955. 


OTHER CROPS: Flaxseed plantings are indicated to be 66,000 acres or 10 percént ‘less 
than the 73,000 acres planted last year. Potato plantings will be cut 
to 8,600 acres, as compared to 9,900 acres last year. Prospective plantings of sugar 
beet amounting to 51,000 acres are the same as last year. Farmers and ranchers 
intend to cut 2,481,000 acres of hay this year, 1 perpee more ‘than a year ago, 
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i AVERAGE 1945-5), : _ ACRES PLANTED _ 


CROP : Acres :Yield per Pl.Acre: “: Indicated :1956 as %. 
ih Planted : Amount: Unit: 1799-  :: 1956 — + of 1955 
(1000 Acres) (1000 Acre) © (1000 Acres) (Percent) 
CODD, “« s tas Bath te o's 187 po a Len 211, 98 
Spring wheat..... 3,736 1346 " 2,639 2,982 13 
Qala me i anes can 513 2163 i} Sud 0% 500 92 
Rarlayee ue vases 782 23.6) " 1,450 1,218 Sh, 
Flaxes6ts¢ dvs eens 118 opal " 73 66 90 
Beans yiGiv ee can & Lo Lyons Lbs. 14 15 107 
Peas, Ary sssseee 1 Veg " 6 7 117 
Sugar beets essce 63.47 aig Tons 50.8 51 ey OO 
POCELOBS suite now. vid nr eS) 194, Bue Ge? 8.8 89 
Aree US promt «3 2,301 1,13 Tons 2,456 2,481 101 


‘/Data for hay relates to acres for harvest. 


P. Jd. Creer, Agr. Statistician in Charge 
R. D. Rawson, Agr. Statistician 
Ue He Percival, Agr. Statistician 
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Growers! March intentions point to a moderate reduct tion from last year's level 
in the combined acreage of the Nation's crops, Feed grain acreage may be notably 
smaller than last year because of important reductions in corn, oats and barley. 
Spring planted food grains will exceed last year's total because of larger spring 
wneat plantings, especially of durum varieties, although rice planting will be sharp- 
ly reduced. Large increases in acreage of soybeans and flax are planned. 

Changes this year from early prospects for different crops may be somewhat 
sreater than usual after all influences have been reflected, Some allotment progranis 
iotably tobacco and durum wheat, have already been modified since farmers reported 
vneir acreage intentions about March 1. Legislation now being considered by Congres: 
u2zy also result in acreage shifts if adopted before planting is completed. Future 
ycather is also a factor. Winter wheat acreage in much of the Southern Plains may 

still be lost from drought and wind erosion with varying possibilities for replantinr 
50 other crops. The season is somewhat backward over much of the Nation, allowing 
idded time for late decisions. Soil moisture supplies now appear generally favorable 
vith the exception of the Southern Plains and extensive areas in Western Corn Belt 
Suates. Western irrigation water prospects are best in years. 

Present indications for the 16 crops included in this report point to a total of 
about 283 million acres for these crops-~3.4 million acres less than in 1955. Prin- 
cipal reductions from last year, by crops are: corn, 2.9 million acres; oats, 2 mil- 
lion acres; barley, 1.3 million acres; rice, one-fourth miliion acres. Slight reduc- 
tions in acreage are also in prospect for potatoes, sweetpotatoes, peanuts, dry bean: 
and tobacco, Sharpest reductions on a percentage basis are in view for rise, sweet- 
potatoes, tobacco and dry beans. Increases are expected for soybeans amounting to 
2,1 million acres, spring wheat 0.7 million acres--mostly in durum wheat, and moderat 
vo Slight increases for hay crops, sorghums, dry peas and sugar beets, 

The 59 principal crops regularly inciuded in official estimates now seem likely 
co have a total acreage planted or grown in 1956 of about 352 million acres. This 
would be the smallest total for these crops since 1942, over 3 million acres less 
than last year and 5,5 million less than the 10-year average. Moderate decreases are 
in prospect in about three-fourths of all States. Included in this tentative apprai- 
sal for 1956 is the allotted acreage of cotton, the planted winter wheat acreage as 
estimated last December, and approximations which seem reasonable for other crops not 
yet covered by survey indications, 


PLAN TED AGO Bina wield 40 Maro gs 
CROP : Average : s ong adndicateds:1956 was roo. 
eit Ne tha edie cp aie | crt gti = ehoha She af pacee Wetane eo Ometanghol Loo.” 
Thousands Thousands Thousands Percent 
Gris, lature vane okies pUMore Bi, 815 81,577 “76,686 96.5 
ALL @DTI DO WHEAT cle die wes a des 6 dle 20,138 13,891 14,605 105.1. 
DUP Uptas - moet ceid dana aan ated diele 2,615 1b drake 202) 141.9 
Other Spring wb iaaed beeeme nee eae 12,467 12, 58h, 100.9 
Oats avis ncabbene er ade thw oncens 4d, , 307 48,021 16,063 G59 
Barley Pee teenr ec eeekes om ced 11,713 16,102 Tears 91.7 
Flaxseed Jodha euaee ae Rates coe ene L367 ee RS 2 5,465 10543 
Rite Steekescaberere cass ces eaneee 1,894 Tei dy 59'G 86.7 
Sorghums for all purposes .ceosesee 14, 383 2h, Je re Gs = 100.4 
Potatoes | euirares tea vone taaseeeae LsouS Lae 1,394 96.0 
Sweet potatoes ovssene sou.ses ieee 1,66 36h, 323 88.7 
Tobaccer-L/-wrrparaeresentnotenns eT ees 1,726 1,510 te le! ana 90. 
BeanseetinyendiD levies ency sais eee 1,676 1,660 E535 92.5 
Peas, Ce 2 ia 6 cee wmode seo ee 369 325 “dep tae 116.0 
Soybeans 2/-suewnaee’s S35 04 VeRTeS 14,290 19,649 21,760 110.6 
Peanuts ys, Ky eu eee eames 25943 2, 004, 1,923 96.0 
Hey 1) ss Ge cakad sweddtodda vec akea 73,836 135 98k Tig 0S . 100.4 
Sugar DeCbS. ves ux arenes encase 847 poe 79S G29 1550 
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l/Acreage harvested, 2/Grown alone for all purposes, 


After Five Days Return to ; 
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